
MINUTESOFSPECIALMEETING
MAPLERIVERWATERRESOURCEDISTRICT

CASSCOUNTYHIGHWAYDEPARTMENT
WESTFARGO, NORTHDAKOTA

JULY29, 2014

TheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictmetonJuly29, 2014, at10:30a.m. atthe
CassCountyHighwayDepartment, WestFargo, NorthDakota.  

PresentwereRodgerOlson, Chairman; JurgenSuhr, Manager; GeraldMelvin,  
Manager; CarolHarbekeLewis, Secretary-Treasurer; SeanM. Fredricks, Attorneyfor
theBoard; MikeOpat, EngineerfortheBoard; andPatDowns, RedRiverRetention
Authority.  

PontiacTownshipImprovementDistrictNo. 73
MikeOpatsaidthecontractorhasraisedsomeconcernaboutthecompaction
requirementssetoutinthespecificationsforPontiacTownshipImprovementDistrict
No. 73.  Ifthecontractorcangetwrittenpermissionfrompropertyownerssettingout
thattheydonotwantthecontractortocompactthetop2’ overthetrench, thecontractor
willnotberequiredtofollowthespecificationsrelatingtothatitem.  

Mr. OpatsaidthatwhilestakingReach3oftheproject, itwas discoveredthatan
overheadpowerlineandtheassociatedpowerpoleswerenotinthelocationshownon
theplans.  Theutilityownerwascontactedtodiscussthepotentialimpactoftheproject
andtheirinfrastructure.  Itwasdeterminedthattheoriginalpipealignmentwouldplace
theburiedpipetooclosetotheirpowerpoleandtheintegrityofthepolecouldbe
jeopardized.  Theyworkedwiththemonrealigningthepipetosatisfytheirconcerns.   
Fortunately, therealignmentcanbecompletedwithintheexistingrightofwayforthe
project.  Someadditionalmanholeswillbeinstalled, buttheoverallcostforthechange
isnottoosignificant.  TheutilitycompanyisrequiringthataLicenseAgreement be
executedbeforetheyallowtheburiedpipetobeinstalledthroughtheireasement.  Sean
FredrickshasreviewedtheLicenseAgreementandtookouttheindemnitylanguage.  

ItwasmovedbyManagerSuhrandsecondedbyManagerMelvintoapprove and
authorizetheChairmantosigntheLicenseAgreement withALLETE, Inc. toinstall
buriedpipethroughtheireasementforthePontiacTownshipImprovementDistrictNo.  
73Project.  Uponrollcallvote, themotioncarriedunanimously.  

UpperMapleRiverDam
Mr. Opatreportedonnegotiationswithpropertyowners forlandacquisition regarding
theUpperMapleRiverDamProject.  Arequesttoretainmineralrights, andhowthat
relatestoaccesstotheproperty, wasdiscussed.  Mr. Fredrickswillresearchthematter.  



Mr. OpatcontinuesworkingwiththeStateWaterCommissiononthepermitforthe
project.  

MaryPodoll, NorthDakotaNaturalResourcesConservationServiceState
ConservationistisplanningtovisittheprojectsiteonAugust7thandmeetwiththe
Maple-SteeleJointWaterResourceDistricttodiscusspossiblefundingprogramsforthe
project.  

2015budgetand2014maintenancelevyassessments
ItwasmovedbyManagerMelvinandsecondedbyManagerSuhrtoapprovethe2015
MapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictbudgetand2014maintenancelevyassessments.   
Uponrollcallvote, themotioncarriedunanimously.  

Adjournment
TherebeingnofurtherbusinessfortheBoardtoconsider, itwasmovedbyManager
Melvin, secondedbyManagerSuhrandunanimouslycarriedtoadjournthemeeting.   

APPROVED:  

RodgerOlson
Chairman

ATTEST:  

CarolHarbekeLewis
Secretary-Treasurer
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